
Differences in the Data 

Cost data is crucial to all phases of the building lifecycle, but the same dataset isn’t 

appropriate at every step. The cost data used to prepare an estimate is not the same 

cost data that should be used as the basis for a contract price. At Gordian, we 

develop our cost data products—the Construction Task Catalog® (CTC) and RSMeans 

data from Gordian—with specific uses in mind. 

Pricing Specificity 

Unit Prices are calculated using local 

labor, material and equipment costs 

resulting in accurate, 

location-specific pricing.

Pricing Specificity 

Costs are calculated using national 

averages of labor, material and 

equipment that can be adjusted to 

970 locations using Area Cost Indexes.

Task Description Detail 

Detailed task descriptions which can 

be customized for client-specific 

products and materials.

Quantity Discounts 

Quantity discounts are included in 

all appropriate tasks.

Demolition Costs 

Demolition costs are included in 

all appropriate tasks.

Task Description Detail 

Generalized task descriptions 

that are not customized for a 

particular client.

Quantity Discounts 

Quantity discounts are not 

included in most tasks.

Demolition Costs 

Demolition costs are separate 

tasks and must be added.

RSMeans data from Gordian
Cost data is researched and developed for 

creating project estimates.

Construction Task Catalog®
Cost data is researched and developed specifically 

for use in Job Order Contracting programs.



About Gordian
Gordian is the world’s leading provider of facility and construction cost data, software and services 

for all phases of the building lifecycle. A pioneer of Job Order Contracting (JOC), Gordian’s 

solutions also include our proprietary RSMeans data and Sightlines Facility Intelligence solutions. 

From planning to design, procurement, construction and operations, Gordian’s solutions help 

clients maximize efficiency, optimize cost savings and increase building quality. 

See the Difference
Perhaps the best way to understand the differences between the CTC and RSMeans data is to see 

them for yourself. Here are entries for the same material from both cost data products.

CTC

RSMeans data from Gordian Price includes national averages for labor, 
material and equipment costs

Demolition price,
if applicable

Modifiers for variations
or quantity discounts

Full description
of task

Price includes local labor, 
material and equipment costs


